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labouring to impeach their canonical authority, and by the real
difficulties of adjusting their chronology^ occasioned, 1. By the
want of formal references In the Epistles and Acts to each other;
2. By reason of the few distinguishing characters of time, thinly
and Incidentally scattered through both ; insomuch that 3. Even
the fundamental dates of PaiiFs conversion, his first voyage to
Rome, and his martyrdom, are undecided among chronologers
and critics hitherto, even the most eminent: Usher, Lloyd, Peta-
riiis, Pearson, Wells, Wliitby, Harrington, Benson, Lardner,
Paley, Michaelis, &c. &c. Quot homines, totsententia ; furnish-
ing a choice of difficulties to Biblical students, said, of objections
to Sceptics.

THE   EPISTLES  OF  PAUL.

These, in the canon, are not ranged in chronological order,

but according to the rank and importance of the several Churches
to which they were addressed, the Romans., Corinthians, Sec.
then follow the private Epistles to Timothy, TUus, &c. and
lastly, the Epistle to the Hebrews, or converted Jews of Pales-

tine, probably because it is anonymous.

Paul's Epistles, in former times, were rejected by the Juda-
izing Christians, the Ebionites, who called him an Apostate from
THE LAW. Lardner, Vol. VII. p. 20.

And treading In their steps, (if we recollect right,) some lead-
ing writers of the Unitarian school, Evanson, &c. have ques-
tioned their genuineness; but there are none whose canonical
authority is better ascertained, both by external, or historical,
and by internal evidence, than Ms inimitable writings (in the
strictest sense of the word), which it would be impossible to
forge, or counterfeit,

THE  EPISTLE  TO THE   GALATIANS.

This may rank among the earliest of Paul's Epistles. It was
reckoned the first by the primitive heretic, Marcion, (whose
heresy does not invalidate his testimony as to a matter of fact,)
and also by his opponent, Tertullian.

The Galatlans were originally a tribe of Gauls, who had in-
vaded Greece, and afterwards settled In the upper, or northern
part of Asia Mino\\ They were among the Apostle's earliest